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The Season of Giving  
By: Elijah Preston 

Ever seen a dairy goat or a mosquito net on your friend or familyôs 

Christmas list?   Who can name a friend who has experienced true hunger 

or thirst, and who has ever worried that a single mosquito bite could kill 

them? While it is true that life -threatening illnesses from mosquitoes rarely 

occur in America, it might surprise most students on campus that kids our 

age do go without food right here in Cincinnati.  Hunger and deadly illness 

are even greater issues around the world because many nations in crisis 

lack Americaôs resources.  This is the time of year when people pay more 

attention to those needs, and rightfully so. Christmas means many things to 

many people, but all seem to share one common experience:  Ever since 

the three wise men brought gifts to the baby Jesus, gift giving has been a 

tradition of the season.          

 Beginning in October, holiday catalogs cram mailboxes.  Eye-catching 

television commercials announce the newest ñmust have item,ò which stra-

tegically arrives ñjust in time for Christmas.ò  There is no escape from the 

media images that remind us we need more, better, newer.   In fact, ver-

sions of ads now appear on the movie screen, right along with the upcom-

ing attractions.  Getting swept away by all of the frenzied gift -giving at 

Christmas is pretty standard for much of the population ðand young people 

are no exception.  The new iPhone or iPad will top many teenagersô wish 

lists this year, and what sixteen year old isnôt dreaming of a new car?  This 

thirteen year old already has one in mind, himself!  A shiny new car 

wrapped in an enormous bow is impressive, but big giving does not have to 

come in big packages.           

                                      Continued on page 2... 
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Continuedé 

            One or two meaningful catalogs stand out from the usual Christmas shopping guides. Unlike the others that 

sell everything from video games ($60) to a mahogany speed boat ($250,000 at Neiman Marcus), Samaritanôs Purse 

and World Vision offer items for hungry and needy families across the globe, such as chickens to provide fresh eggs 

($14), fish to stock a community pond ($45) and even a freshwater well to serve an entire village ($400). By flipping 

through the pages of these gift magazines, one can learn that that feeding 

a hungry baby for an entire week costs about what most teenagers spend 

on lunch at Chick-Fil-A.  Realizing that a $10 mosquito net can save a 

childôs life, or that one dairy goat can mean the difference between a fami-

ly eating or going hungry all year certainly puts things into perspective.  

Giving opportunities need not be for the international community alone.  

Families in the tri-state area struggle to make ends meet, too.  It is a sad 

reality that there is a greater need today than there was this time last 

year.  Families face these struggles for a variety of reasons.  The father 

might have lost their job. Someone in the family may be battling a serious 

illness, or a parent might be serving overseas in the military.  There are also widows and lonely senior citizens in 

every neighborhood.  It is not difficult to help them; the cost of giving can be affordable for every person willing to 

do so.  I do not have a lot of money, but I am learning that some of the greatest gift -giving comes from the heart.                                                                                                                                                         

 For those who wish to help a family from another country, a $10 donation goes a long way.  For those who 

want to help someone in their own town, there are many options - most of which 

cost the giver nothing but their time and strength. The widow or shut -in can be 

gifted with the shoveling of her walk each time it snows. Organizing meals for the 

family who struggles to feed their children is another alternative.  Volunteering at a 

childrenôs hospital or at a special needs school can be a wonderful gift to others.  

Visiting or performing a talent show for the elderly ðparticularly during the holidays 

costs little but the gas to get there.  Babysitting for the mom who has too much on 

her plate for whatever reason is a blessing. Taking someone to church so that they 

can hear about Jesus is the ultimate opportunity. Salvation is an eternal gift!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 Whatever gift you share, giving in the proper spirit is probably more important than the gift itself.  A person 

who wants everyone to know about their donation probably is not giving with the right spirit.  There is a difference 

between putting a face on a gift and seeking attention for it.  The Lord knows the heart of every giver, and every 

giver should honor the Lord by giving anonymously when possible, and by helping the recipient keep their dignity 

when the identity is known. When people give with the right attitude, they find that giving to others feels as good, if 

not better, than receiving a gift.                                                                                                                                                                         

 There is nothing wrong with enjoying the season and exchanging presents with our family and friends.  

There is also nothing wrong with cutting back on our own wish list in favor of helping someone else realize theirs.  

This is the season for giving, but God tells us that giving has no time frame.  People need help all year long. Oppor-

tunities for giving may be found with very little effort and for very little money.  Apply the ñlittle drummer boy mind 

setò; he used his God-given talent to ñgift the King.ò  Giving of yourself by sharing your time and heart has great 

value.  To give the gift of friendship, of time, and of talent is to honor the Creator and the Savior.  Giving doesnôt 

mean purchasing particular items and ñgettingò doesnôt always mean receiving that shiny new car.  Finally, giving to 

others in the right spirit transforms a person, and that  is cooler than the new iPad.                                                                              

òEvery man shall give as he is able, according to the blessing of the LORD your God, which He has given you.ò 

 Deuteronomy 16: 17  
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¢ƘŜ {Ŝŀǎƻƴ ƻŦ DƛǾƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘΧΦ 

Local TV Stations  www.wcpo.com 

Coat/food/toy drives  www.local12.com 

    www.wlwt.com 

www.wxix.com 

 Some Local Organizations/Opportunities  

Matthew 25 Ministries                        

http://www.m25m.org/Page.aspx?x=97b26775-3e15-4903-8b9f-02a5ec2f25a1 

City Gospel Mission                         

http://www.citygospelmission.org/ 

Crossroads                        

http://www.crossroads.net/my/serve/reachout/GiveTime.htm 

Food Project                            

http://thefoodproject.org/ 

Lifestream                           

http://www.lifestreamcc.org        

 

Christmas Festivities  

tƘƻǘƻ ōȅΥ 9Ǌƛƴ Dƛƭƭƻǧ 

tƘƻǘƻ ōȅΥ 9Ǌƛƴ Dƛƭƭƻǧ 

tƘƻǘƻ ōȅΥ aŀǩǎƻƴ WƻƴŜǎ 

tƘƻǘƻ ōȅΥ bƻŜƭƭŜ aƛǊŀƴŘŀ 

Some International Opportunities 

Samaritanôs Purse:  https://www.samaritanspurse.org/index.php/Giving/gift_catalog/ 

World Vision: http://donate.worldvision.org/OA_HTML/xxwv2ibeCCtpSctDspRte.jsp?lpos=top_drp_WaysToGive&go=catalog& 

tƘƻǘƻ ōȅΥ YǊƛǎǝƴ .ŜŀǳƭƛŜǳ 

tƘƻǘƻ ōȅΥ YǊƛǎǝƴ .ŜŀǳƭƛŜǳ 

http://www.wcpo.com
http://www.local12.com
http://www.wlwt.com
http://www.wxix.com
http://www.m25m.org/Page.aspx?x=97b26775-3e15-4903-8b9f-02a5ec2f25a1
http://www.citygospelmission.org/
http://www.crossroads.net/my/serve/reachout/GiveTime.htm
http://thefoodproject.org/
http://www.lifestreamcc.org
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/index.php/Giving/gift_catalog/
http://donate.worldvision.org/OA_HTML/xxwv2ibeCCtpSctDspRte.jsp?lpos=top_drp_WaysToGive&go=catalog&
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Merry Christmas 
By Valerie Bacon 

 
Imagine walking through the mall in December. Lights hang in every corner, Christmas 

trees tower over brightly wrapped gifts, and Santa occasionally comes down from the North Pole 

to grace the people with his presence. And on every sign and from every employeeôs lips spring 

the words:  

ñHappy Holidays!ò 

Happy Holidays? What happened to Merry Christmas? Oh, there ité Never mind, that sign 

reads ñXmasò. 

The word ñChristò in ñChristmasò has virtually disappeared from general society, both from 

store signs and peoplesô minds, replaced with the inoffensive and 

politically correct versions. The holiday itself now revolves around 

stores making money by offering the best sales of the year and for 

young Billy and Sarah to have everything on their lists, no matter 

how ridiculous. But this is not how it should be. Christ must remain 

in Christmas for two reasons- firstly, because that is the whole point 

of the holiday, and secondly, it becomes meaningless without Him. 

As from the moment of its establishment, Christmas stands as the day upon which Chris-

tians remember and celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. Of course, not everyone believes in Him, 

but that does not negate the real reason for observing Christmas. It still remains as a time to 

commemorate the miracle of Jesusô birth and recall the awe and wonder of it all. Changing the 

ñreason for the seasonò erases the memory of the first Christmas and reverses the attitude of 

the entire holiday.  

When Christ is removed from Christmas, it loses its purpose. Instead of celebrating Jesusô 

birth, people celebrate the ñlowest prices of the yearò and receiving 

every gift they demand or want. But how long does that party last? 

Only as long as it takes to drop more prices or to create the latest Ap-

ple product-- around thirty seconds. The joy described in the Bible, 

however, lasts eternally, and one need not stand in line for hours only 

to find the gift is gone.  

So this Christmas, remember the real purpose of the holiday. Reply, ñMerry Christmas!ò 

when another calls out, ñHappy Holidays!ò Jesus is the reason we celebrate, for without Christ in 

Christmas, what is the point? 
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Field of Wonder 

CǊŀƴƪWƻƘƴ aƛǊŀƴŘŀ L± 

As the Saturnalia roars 
And the din of the flock rolls on 

The grass folds beneath my head 
Beneath my bones 
Beneath my soul 
Looking upward 

Surveying the future 
Something bright appears 

Makes known 
What remained before unseen 

Unnoticed 
Clear 

Profoundly shining askance ~ Joining in the dance ~ Of life ~ Of times ~ Of passing presence 
In this world ~ To move along ~ To next ~ It seems to invite ~ Insight ~ Restore 

This light ~ It tells of what will be ~ Passing between ~The fabric of time ~ Space ~ Life 
It tells of what begins tonight 

The teacher come forth 
By cover of night 
Among the lowly 

The forgotten 
Unseen 
To fulfill 

Prophecy passed 
Finally 
At last 

Beginning and end 
Come as one 

Father and son 
Born as man 
This burns 

As a warming fire 
In my chest 

Eyelids closing 
Sleep imposing 
Lulled to peace 

By the coming feast 
  Of truth 
Of right 

Of wrong 
Of life 
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tƘƻǘƻ ōȅΥ ±ŀƭŜǊƛŜ .ŀŎƻƴ
 

tƘƻǘƻ ōȅΥ bƻŜƭƭŜ aƛǊŀƴŘŀ 
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ƭŜ aƛǊŀ
ƴŘŀ

 

tƘƻǘƻ ōȅΥ bƻŜƭƭŜ aƛǊŀƴŘŀ 


